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TO:   Enviro― nta!Qua:ity Council′ Capito:Bui:ding′ Ho!ena′ 59620‐ 1704
Dept.of Environrlenta:Qua:ity′ Motcalf Bldg.′ PO Box 200901′ Ho:ena′ 59620‐0901
Montana Fish′ Ⅳヽl:di:fe&Parks

Director's Office - Rich Clough
Fisheries Division - Karen Zackheim
Lands - Darlene Edge, Deb Dils
P-R, D-J - BobbiKeeler

Montana Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, 225 North Roberts, Veteran's
Memorial Building, Helena, 5962G1 201
Montana State Library, 1515 East Sixth Ave., Helena, 5962G180O
Jim Jensen, Montana Environmental lnformation Center, PO Box 1 184, Helene, 59624
George Ochenski, PO Box 689, Helena, 59624
Wayne Hirst, Montana State Parks Foundation, PO Box 728, Libby, 59923
Montana State Parks Association, PO Box 699, Billings, 59103
Joe Gutkoski, President, Montana River Action Network, 304 N 186 Ave., Bozeman, 59715
Rep. VerdellJackson, 555 Wagner Lane, Kalispell, 59901-8079
Sen. Bob DePratu, PO Box 1217, Whitefish, 59937-1217
Rep. Bob Raney, 2125,66, Livingston, 59O47
Flathead County Commissioners, 800 S Main Street, Kalispell, 59901
Flathead County Library, 247 First Avenue E, Katispell, 59901
Flathead Wildlife, lnc., PO Box 4, Kalispell, 59903
Dave Reese, Daily lnter Lake, Box 7610, Kalispell, 59901

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The enclosed Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared for Little McGregor Lake. The project
proposes capital development of a fishing access site.

Ouestions and comments will be accepted until April 20,2001. Please direct your questions or

comments to Marty Watkins, Regional Parks Manager, FM/P, 490 N. Meridian Road, Kalispell, MT

59901, or e-mailto mawatkins@state.mt.us. Thank you.
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7.

rcsidential

industrial

(B) Open Space/Woodlands:
Recreation.. ... .... 8 acre

(C) WetlandVRiparian:
Areas... I acres

Floodplain.. .... 
- 

acres

Productive:
inigated cropland... ..... 

- 
acres

drycropland ..... 
-acresforestry ...-:rcres

rangeland... .......- ircres

other... acres

０
　
０

E. Mep/site phn: ettach rn originrl E ll2" r 11" or hrger section of the most recent USGS 7.5' series

topogrephic mrp showing the location end bounderies of the aree thet would b€ rfiected by the

proposed action. A difrerent map scde mey be substirtuted if more appropriete or if required by

tgency rule. If evailable, e site plan should dso bc etteched.

DRAFT
MEPA/NEP」HB495 CHECKLIST

Typc of Proposd Strtc Action: Capital parclopment of Fishing Access Site.

Agency Authority for thc Proposcd Action: Fish- Wildlife & Parls- 490 North Meritian Road
IGlispell. MT 59901. (400 751-4573. e-mail: mawarkins@state.mt.us.

Nrme of Project: Little McGregor lake.

Nemg Address end Phone Nnmber of Project Sponsor (if other then the egency):

If Appliceble:

Estimated Construction/Commencement Darc: April 2001.
Estimated Compl*ion Date: Ekxember 2001

Current Sanrs of Project Desigr (% complete): E5 %

Locetion Afrected by Proposed Action (county, rrnge end township): Flathead County.
ItFvV l/4 of Sec. 4. T. 26 N.. R. 25 W. (Appendix A).

Project Size: Estimete the number of acres thet would be directly effected thrt ere currently:

(→ Developed:
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9. Narrative Summery of the Proposed Action or Project including the Bencfits end Purpose

of the Proposed Action.

Little McGregor, one of the lakes in Thompson Chain of Lakes (TCL), is located approximately 
-34 miles west of Kalispell just north of McGregor Lake and US Highway 2, a.maior east-west

highway (Appendix A). Little McGregor Lake, with a total of 36 acres, is included in the TCL
Management Plan and is designated as a no-wake lake.

When the area was inventoried in 1991, access to Little McGregor wrs very difficult due to the

high water table and the resulting road rutting. Access was by 4-wheeldrive vehicles and only

during the dry season. Without vehicle access and the use of boats, fishing is nearly impossible

due to the wide band of cattails dong the shoreline. (See photo on page 3.)

The entire shoreline is state-owned, but on the west side ofthe lake where the major use is, state-

owned land consists of a very narow strip hardly adequate for public use.

Little McGregor l-akc access site. Rmds ue deeply ratted &te to
the highwater table. Photo by Worthington.

In November of 1993, after an extended public comment period, a Management Plan and
Environmental Assessment was completed for the TCL. In that document the following
management direction evolved:

The TCL property will be managed as a Fishing Access Site, with traditional, dispersed
recreational use.

Protection of resources such as wildlife, fisheries, vegetation, historical and archeological,
water quality will be given priority.

and

2\r
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3. An inventoty Tq site-specific plans for TCL would be completed and public conrment sought on
the plans. Facilities that could be considered would include boat ramps, toilets, fences, roa[
repair, parking aoc€ss for the disabled, fire rings and signs, and redesign of sites or a combination
of sites to protect the resource and improve public recreational use.

After adoption-of the Management Plan urd Environmental Assessmenl F'\Mp, a private
consultant, and a group of individuals representing various interests in the TCL, formed a
recreational subcommittee to the TCL Oversight Committee. The subcommiuee recommended
that management be directed toward leaving conditions as "they currently ecrisg" or combining or
expanding some sites to better suit recreational needs, a primary goal in the TCL Management
Plan (fupendix C).

As the result of this 1996 Management Plaq the decision for Site No. 46 at Little McGregor
Lake (Appendix C) is to:

(l) acquire additional property at Little McGregor Lake to improve public access to the site;

(2) consider accessibility for the handicapped in the future;

(3) provide a vault toilet; and

(4) improve road access to the site.

In keeping with the management plan, 80 acres was acquired from Plum Creek Timber in 1996 to
provide an adequate area for public use (Appendix B, western % of thel\tlV %). After this
acquisitiorq alternative access roads were considered, but were not possible due to site distances

on the highway. Therefore, FWP entered negotiations with an adjacent landowner to widen the
existing easement. The adjacent landowner has committed this easement to provide improved
public access to Little McGregor Lake.

But ramp at Little McGregor l-ake. Photo by Worthinglon
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Little McGregor Lake has always been a very popular spot for trout fishing by the area fishermen both

during the summer and winter months. fur unimproved boataccess ramp has been the major access point

to the lake for boat users. In the Statewide Boater Survey of 1999, it was mentioned that access to the

lake and the boat ramp needed improvement.

According to statewide angler surveys for 1999, 471 ugler days were spent on this lake for both

summer -d *int"r time pJriods. An illegal plant of perch and bass occurred approximately l0 years ago,

causing a reduction in angler fishing ur.. In-1998, a chemical rehabilitation occurre4 and the lake was

ptantei to rainbow, cutthroat, and brook trout. furgling use has increased since tlren and continues to

increase annuallY.

Access is also available to the east side of the lake. Day use only is permitted, with overnight camping on

the west side. Improvements are planned only on the west side of the lake and include the following

(Appendix D | &2):

(l) Acquisition through donation by the landowner of additional land on the west side of the existing

right-of-way to intrease the width of the right-of-way and permit a more suitable access road for

present and future needs.

(2) Reconstruction of a single-lane access road, with pullouts, to the recreational site. This will include

relocating the road away from the lakeshore to meet Best Management Practices.

(3) Construction of a parking area within the site, and graveling the boat rirmP, which should reduce

erosion and siltation flowing into the lake. As the lake is designated as a no-wake lake, improvement

to the boat ramp will not accommodate larger boats.

(a) Provide a porta-potty during the summer months. Accommodations for use by the handicapped will 
v

not be provided at this time, as the level of development is primitive to fit current use patterns.

Highway 2 was recently reconstructed in the Thompson Chain of Lakes (TCL) area to provide for a safer

travel experience for those recreationists visiting the lakes, as well ili cross country travelers using the

highway.

10. Listing of any other Local, Stete or Federel rgency that hes overlepping or edditional
jurisdiction.

(a) Permits:
Aeencv Name Permit Date Fued/1

(b) Funding:
Asencv Name FundinsAnount
FWP
Wallap Breaux

25Yol$13,100
7sY"l$39300.

Total $52,400

4\/



Draft for Publlc Revlew, 3/20/OL

(c) other overlapping or Additional Jurisdictional Responsibilities:
Agency Name TWe of Responsibility

ll. List of Agcncicr Consulted during prcperetion of thc EA:

Fish, Wildlife & Parks F'\ilP, Region I
Flathead Regional Development Office
Natural Resource Conservation Service, Flathead County
Montana State Ifistorical Ofrce, SHPO
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes ofthe Flath.esd Nation
U.S. Fish utd Wildlife Se'rvice

5
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1.LAND RESOURCES

Will the proposed actiOn rmalt in:

b. Disruptioo, disPlrccocal, crsioo'
moisrc locq a ovcrovrring of ril whi6 *sld
rc&cc pnoduaivitY c fatilitY?

c. Dc(nrc'tim, covdng c modifcdim of uy
uoiquc goologic r phyric.l fc.trct?

d. Cbrnger in dltrtioo, dtporitio c crcim
pancms thrr mry modiry thc drrml of r rivcr c
staor or tbc bGd c slrat of r ldtc?

c. E:pore of pcoplc q pmpcrty to crrrhqukcr
lrn&lides, ground feilurc c othrnrtnl hrzrtrl

Nrrrrrivc Dcrctipticr rnd Enturrio ofthc Curulrtivc urd Sccodrry Etrcar o Irnd Rcrourccr (A!..h rdditid.l prga ofnrrrtivc ifoocdcd):

lb. There will be some disruption and displacement of the soil during the grading of the site; some compaction will (rccur. Roads

ild parting areas will be graveld reducing on-site productivity for grasses and shrubs. Those areas not impacted by the over-

covering rriff U" seeded to-native grasses to retain their nanrral condition as much as possible. The over<overing material will help

reduce erosion and siltation.

lnclude a narrativc cxplanation undcr Part lll dcscribing thc acopc and lcvel of impact. lf the inpact is unknown, cxplain why the 6
unknown impact hao not or can not bc cvaluatcd.

lncludc c narrativc dcscription addrceaing thc itcm8 idcntificd in 12.8.6O4-tc (ARM) v
Determinc whcthcr thc dcacribcd impact may rceult and rccpond on thc chccklict. Dcecribc any nrinor or potcntially significant impacts,
lncludo a diecuseion about thc iseuo in tho EA narretivo and irrcludc dooumcntrtion if it will bc uacful.◆

●

◆

◆
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2. AIR

Will the pnoposed rction r€$lt in:

IMPACT Cerr hlp.ct Bc

Mitigdcd

Canmcot
In&x

Untmwn{ Nqro Mina0 Polartidly
Signific'nt

, r" Emissim of eir po[ututl a dd.rianrio d
rmbicot rir qudity? (dro 16 13 (c))

X Yes 2a

b. Cratim ofobjediorblc odon? X Yes 2b¨ Sce 2a

c. Altcrttim of rirmovancd, midrt' a
lcilrpcrrturc p.ncrrrs auy chrngc in climrrc, eithcr
loca[y r regidtrlly?

X

d. Advmc cfoasonwgdrfid, includingcmF, &c
to iscesod cmisrioor ofpollutedr?

X

ae.-ESfl@JEi96$ will thc projca rcefl b uy
aiochrBc wtid will coflici wiib fod.rrl c rlrlc rir
qudityrcgr? (Abosc2r)

X

f Othcr_

Nerrativc Dcscriplr-.od Ernlurfio ofthc Orurlrtivc rnd Scoqdrry Etrcar m Air Rcrourccr (AIrA rdditiatrl prgcs ofrurntiw ifcdcd):

2a Air pollutants and objectionable odors will be emiued into the air during the construction period with the use of construction

equipment, only when the equipment is running. It may be objectionable within a short disance frorn the construction area. The air
quality will retum to its normal, clean qudity after the construction is complete.

+ lnclude a narrativc cxplanation under part lll dcecribirig thc scopc end lcvcl of impact. lf thc impact is unknown, cxplain why the 7

unknown impact has not or can not bo cvsluatod'
> lncludc a narrativc dcecription addrceaing thc itcms identificd in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

o Dotorminc whcthcr thc dcccribcd impact may rcault and rcepond on thc ch.ckliat. Dcacribc any minor or potcntially significant impacts'

0a lnclude e discuesion about thc igauc in thc EA narrativc and includc documcnt.tion if it will bc uecful-
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C―
Index3. WATER

\till the prcposed ection rtrult ir:

' r. Dschergp into srfrco nrercr a lryrltratirn of
srficc narcr qudity irrcluding hrt nd limitcdto
tcmpcrrrurc, dfulolvcd onygco a tltidity?

b. Cbrnges in drairugp p![.nB orthc r& rd rmurn of
surfrcc rumff?

c. Altrrrtim oftbc coursc c mrgnitr& of iod wucr a
olhcr llot*:?

d. Chrage. itt thc ernount of arficc nT fcr ia uy wrlcr
body a ccetio oft rrr rnrrbody?

c. E4crc of pcoplc a prqcrtyro nalcr rtli.d brz'dl

f Chrngc! in thc qudity of groudwrtrr?

9 Chrrge in rtc quntity of groudtmLr?

h. Imcrrc ia risk of cotemimtim of errfre a

i. Eflodr m ury cxiling w.lcr riglil r rcrcrrrtim?

j. Etrccls oo othcr wslrf, ulcil !s r rcsrh of oy rltcretion

in srfecc or grouodwelcr qud,ty?

k Effccls qr othcr uscrs as r rcsrh of ray drcndm in

srfroc c groundrmlcr quanti$?

◆◆LFor P‐ R/D・J.win the両醸 ard ad晨岬
■oodPlain?(AIso sec 3c)

onu Egf.&@ will the projccr rcoh in ery disdurgg
lhrt wiu rtrect fdcrrl or i.t wr&r qu.lity reguldicu?
(Also scc 3a)

Cumuldive and Sccoodrry rdditionrl pgcs of nrrretivc

3a.b. The conveniion of the access road and parking area from soil to gnvel may result in a slight increase in nrnoffdue to the

hardened surhce of the gravel, but should lessen the amount of fines running into the lake. Care wiU be taken in design and

construction to follow Best lr{anagement Practices to reduce this problem:ui much as possible. The eroded and bare roadways will
be seedd to native grasses and baricaded against fu(her atrtonrobile traffic.

lncludc a narrativc cxplanation undcr Part lll dcscribing thc ecopc and lcvcl of impact. lf thc impact ie unknown, explain why thc 8
unknown impact has not or can not bc cvaluated.

lncludc a narrativc dcscription addrcssing thc itom3 idcntificd in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

Determinc whcthcr thc dcocribcd impact may rceult and rcapond on thc chcckli8t. Dcscribc any minor or potontially significant impacts. v
lncludc a discuseion about thc issuc in thc EA nerretivc and includc documcntation if it will bc uscful.

0

◆

●

◆

◆
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Nrrntivc Dcrcription ud Evrluetion ofttc Grmuhiw rad Scoqrdrry Etrodr m bad Rcrours (AIrdt dditiqtrl pqa of orntiw if noodod):

!g. Ground disturbance will invite noxious weeds. This sirc will be incorporated into the TCL area weed management plan.

lncludc a narrativc cxplanation undor part lll doacdbing tho ccopc and lcvcl of impact. lf thc impact is unknown, explain whv thc

unknown impact has not or can not bc cvaluatod'

lncludc a narrativc dcecription addrcesing thc itcms irlcntificd in 12.8.6O4-la (ARMI

Dstcminc whcth.r thc dcscribcd impact mey rccult and rcapond on thc chccklict. Dcecribc any ninor or Potontially eignificant impacts'

lncludc a digcuosion about thc iaauc in thc EA narrativc and includc documcntation if it will bc uscful.

0

◆

●
　

◆

◆

4.IYEGETATION

Will the proposed action result ir

IMPACT Cra lrp.d BG

Mitigrtd
CffiIndcx

Uafm*l Nc MiE Pualirtly
Sittilicrd

r Chugcr in tbc dnrcnity, pro&aivity c rbuadrma of phd
rpcia (irrcluding bccq ikubr, grrrr, crq, od qrrlic plrm)?

X

b. Altcnlim of e phnt mnunfl X

c. AArcrro cEoar o ray rniquc, ntt, th{ac{ c mdrng.rod
rpocia?

X

d Rcd.rctim in rcrcqo c pm&aivity of ry rgricuhml had? X

a Edrblirlmcot 6 ryrced ofmxiuu utccn? X Yes 4c

f0[fpC&BlLL rxi[ 6. projcd dt d udrdl rprioc rod
uai$.firolrod?

X

g. Olhcr: 

-
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Will the pmPoscd action result in:

ュDdci嗣Oo Ofallid m"…
…

?

b. Grngce in rhc divcnity or rbun&c dgrar raindr c bird

c. Chrnge. in thc divcni$ c rbuodrc dmgrm TciG'?

d. Iotnodrctio ofrrv spocicr irdo u rrce?

c. Crcrfim of,r buricr to thc migrrtim c mrtnrd of,uimrlr?

f Advcrsc ctroo m sry uniqug nrq tLalcod c codrng!'od lpei"?

9 lrcrsc in ooditio 6a lrer wildiD populrtio c limit
iun&ncc (ircluding b.nssrrt at' lcgrl c ilcgrl brrwd c oth:r humea

Olh. For P-R/DJ. will lhc projccr bc pcrfcmcd in rny uer-in whidt

fAE rp"cio rr. pcs.trl, utd wi[ thc pr*t rtrca ury T&E spccia c
lhcir hbitrt? (Also sc 50

Oi. Fot P-R/DJ. witl ttrc projccl introdrcc a cxPort ury 3p'ci6 mr
pr*-UV - nr-tcrlly occlrriog ir thc rccciving loc'lim? (AIso scc

5d)

Narelivc Desctipticr rnd Evrlutioo ofthc Cumuhive end Secoodrry Etrcc-ts m L:nd Rcsouccr (An ch rddilim.l pegcs of orrntivc ifnccdcd):

!g. Little Mccregor Lake has the foraging habitat and may possibly have the potential nesting habitat for common loons, partioilarly aftr

FWp,s rehabilitation and planting of trouiin 1998-1999. Loons have been observed using the lake in years past, but observations have

decreased in the past several years. None have been observed nesting since 1986. The restored fishery, plus the road access and site

improvements planned for thl ar€4 could increase recreatiorL fishing and boating. This could have an adverse effect on lmns, and due to

the size of the lake, could eliminate any possibility for any nesting opportunities. Retaining the sirc in its present condition does not

guarantee that loons will return and nesl

In event that loons are again observed nesting on the lake in the spring efforts will be made to monitor nesting behavior. If nesting occtlls,

signs will be posted at the boat ramp. Additionally, Iloating sigrs will be placed around the nest site, as neede( to further reduce human

A-sturtance and porcntial nest abandonmenl Because McGregor kke is already designated a "Do-wake- lake, no changes in boating

regulations wouti Ue proposed- FWP would provide on-site education during the spring should nesting take place on this lake.

lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll dcscribing thc scopc and lcvol of impact. lf thc impact is unknown, explain why the

unknown impact has not or c6n not bc cvaluatcd.

lncludc a narr.tivc dcscription addrcssing thc itoms idcntiltcd in 12.8.604-l a (ARM)

Determinc whcthcr thc dcecribcd impcct may rceult and rcapond on thc chcckliet. Dcsctibc any minor or pot.ntially significant inpacts.

lncludc a diecuegion about th. isguc in thc EA narrativc and includc documcntation if it will bc uecful.◆

●

◆

◆

10
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6. NOISE/ELECTRICAL EFFECTS

Will the proposed action result in:

Nanativc Dcscriprim erd Eralurrio ofttc Cumulrfivc end o lrnd Rcrourccr (AtlrA pqcs of

@ There wi[ be some noise increases from construction equipmeot during thc reconsructio ofthe site and due to increased usc
of small boats. Disance from oristing dwellings will reduce the impact of the noise to some dqree. Use of the site is not expected
to produce exc€xisive noise lwels to disturb local residents locat€d on highway % mile to the south.

r Increescs in cxiting mirc lcwlr?

b. E:purrc ofpcoplc to scrvr a nrirre miro lovch?

c. Crcatioo of clcctroCrtic c doclm4dic cffoar thd could bc
dctriocdd to humrn hcdth cpopcrty?

4 Istcrfcrqrcc with rrdio r tslcrririm rcocptio rod opcntio?

Nsretivc Dcscriptim and Ernlurtim oftbc Cumulativc rnd Sccodery Etrcct m Luxl Rcsouroa (An ch rdditio.l pqa oforrnrivc if nccdod):

+ lnclude a narrativc clplanation undor Part lll dcscdbing thc ocopc and lcvcl of impact. lf thc impact ie unknown, cxplain why tnc 11
unknown impact hac not or can not bc cvaluatcd.

lnclude a narrativc dcecription addrcasing thc itcms idcntificd in t2.8.60z11a (ARM)

Dctcrminc whcthcr thc dcecribcd impact may rceult rnd rcepond on thc chccklict. Dcecdbc any minor or potcntially significent impacts.

lncludc a discueeion about thc issuc in thc EA narradvc and includc documcntation af it will bc uecful.●

●
　

◆

◆

7. LAND USE

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT C.n InprdBc
Mitigrlcd0

Cqrmqr
In&x

Unkmwn0 Nmc Mitrtr Paca,idly
Sitnificd

r. AJtcration of a htdfcrrocc with thc pr,o&aivity or profitebility
ofthc cxising lrod usc ofrn rree?

X

b. Cooflict€d wilh e dcsigndcd o.ltrd rrce or uce of unusul
scicrlfic or cdrcetioorl irportuc?

X

c. Conllict with rny exiting lrnd urc ufio* prcrm world
comain a potcotidly prohibil ltc pqoccd rctim?

X

d. Adverrc cffcar o a rclqlio of rcridcncer? X

c. Othcc 

-
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8.RISKrHE2嘔LⅢ Iレ嶋ZARDS

win the prOposed actionョ ロ買」t in:

l Rirkof,rac:glcian crtlcer fbzrrdoue obdrc
(iacluding hn not limitcdto oil frcdcidc+ ctcaicrL',cndirtim)
inthc svcnt of ra rccidcm a oahcr fur of dimsio?

b. Afrcct rn cxirtingm3lila,y IIIPG. c crn:r3cocy ancurtio
ptm r crcrlc r nccd fr I ru Plu?

c. Ctcdim of rry humrn horlh brzd a Poadi.t hrzlrd?

Od-H:B&L sill ury chcmicd tckrm bc u.od? (Abo !e &)

lViKUN MLR

9,COMMUNHY IMPACT

Will the pЮposed action reallt in:

M鰤
Can購痙 BC

Mitip■ ed

CO― t

lndex

Unkno■●
None Minc Potentially

sigincant

r" Alteration oflhc locetioru dicrihli<n' d.nsity' 6 grosth rr& of
thc human populalion ofan rrce?

X

b.Ahtion oftt Socid ttm嘔 of8鰯m雨 , X

c. Altcntioo oflhc lcvcl r difibutio of cnplolmcat c
coruarunity or pcrsooal incomc?

X

4 Chrngce in ind.rcrid or cmrcrcid.dirity? X

c. Incrcascd treffic hsards a cfrcar o cxiling tstsportelim
frcilitics r pterrl of movcmcil of pcoplc rod gpo&?

X

10山ば _

Nrrnfivc Dcrcriptim end Ernlurfim ofthc Cfrmulrfiw rnd Sccodrry Efrcctr o trod Rcrourccs (An&t rdditiqt l pgn oforrtdivc ifnccdcd):

+ lncludc r narrativo cxplanation undcr Part lll dcscribing thc scopc and lcvcl of impact. lf thc impsct is unknown, cxpldn why tnc L2
unknown impact hae not or can not bc cvaluatcd.

lncludc a narrativc description addrcasing thc it.ms idontificd in 12.8.60&1a (ARM)

Dcterminc whcthcr thc dcgcribcd irnpact may rcault and rcapond on thc chccklist. Dcscrib. any minor or potcntially significant impacts.
lncludc a diecuesion about thc isgua in thc EA narrativc and includc documcntation if it will bc uecful.◆

●

◆

◆
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10. PUBLIC SERVTCEVTNGYT'TILTNES

Will the proposed action rcsrlt in:

r- Will rhc proporcd rctio brvc r cfioci uPon c rcoh in e nood

for new r dtcrcd govarrnt l svic.. in ray oftto following
arcrs: 6rt a polie protcctioo, rfuL, hcilitic+
roedr a ahcr prblic rnridarocqrrfcr aryply. s*tr c rcptic
qrdcma solid rvrsG di!Po.d, h..h. c drr Sovtrmldrl
scrvica? If ray, rpci$y:

b. WiU rhc proporcd ec'tim hrw r cftrt rryo thc lol c trt Lx
blsc rnd rcvtouca?

c. Will rbc propccd rclio rcoh i r aood fc rrr ficilitio r
nrbca*id rftcnrima of lry of6c Slloriog rdilitia: clcdric
pow6, D.nnl gr+ oiltcrfucl rrygay rdicihxio4dm' c
corrmuaicetim?

d" Will rlrc propoccd rcriqr rtlnrh h imcescd nscd ofuty cncrgt

sourcc?

' e. I}efinc projocrcd Evcnuc sxlsort

' f Dcfnc projccfcd mriatcnrp d"

Narrativc Dcscipiqr and Evrtuerio ofthc Cumuldivc ard sccmdrry Efrcc.tr o lrnt Rcsourccr (A[!(fi rdditiqtrl prger of aefirtiw ifncedcd):

10e. Funding for the maintenance of the site comes from the sale of fishing licenses. No fees are charged at the site at this time'

^10f. Estimated annual cost to oPerate the site is $500'

。（
．
◆
”

lncludc a narrativc cxplanation undor p6rt lll dcacribing thc scope and lcvcl of impact. lf thc impsct is unknown, explain why the ]- 3

unknown impact has not or can not bc evaluatcd'

lnclude a narrativc dcecription addreesing the itcmr idcntificd in 12.8.6O4-t a GRM)

Dcterminc whcthcr thc diacribcd impacimay rcguh and rcepond on thc chcckligt. Dcecdbc any minor or potontially significant impacte'

lncludc a discuseion aOoui thc igeuc in thc EA narrativc and includc documcntation if it will bc uscful'
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' II. AESTHETICS/RECREATION

Will the proposed action result in:

r Altcration ofray socnic vicr c c.Gdio ofu rcrthcficdly
offesivc sitc a cfrcclthrt ir o,pca to prblic viar?

b. Altcnlim ofthc .dhctic ct.rdcr ofr cmruaity c
acighboitood?

'c. Alteration ofthc qrrslity a +dity of rqcetiorl4qrian
oppotuniti6 ud rcfliag? (Anrd Tourin Rcpod)

Od Fr P-RrlJ. will eny dcrigred r proporcd wild c rqic
rivefi, trrib a wildcrncrr ucer bc i4rctod? (Abo rc I lr I lc)

Nrnativc Dcrcription ud Eulurtin ofthc Cumuletivc rnd Sondry Efccr c t od Rcrourcc. (Aarch rdditiorl F$3 dnrrrrriv! ifnocdcd):

12. CULTT]RAI.&IISTORICAL RESOURCES

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT
qn lrnp..r B.

Mnigrtd
Coomcot

Itr&r(

Uaknou Nm Minor Pacdidly
Signifiqnt

'a DcSuclion of altcrefio of ery sitc, lructrc r objccf of
prchiloic hsric, or pdoodologicrl icpatrncc?

X

b. Physical clungc rhat p'q1d lfca uaiquc orttunl vrlucc? X

c. Efects on eristing rcligiors or secrcd uscs ofa sit r rrc.? X

tl4 For P-R/DJ. will ttrc projcc rffccl hiioric a culhrnl
regourccs? Atlch SHFO t arcr of clcenmc. (A&o scc l2.e)

X L2d

c. Other: _

Narrrtivc Dcrcriflior end Evrluelim ofihc Curnulrtivc rad Socoodrry Efoar m kod Rcrourcca (ALdr lddili66rl pg6 ofnrrnlivc if nccdcd):

l2d' In a Cultural Rcsources Inventory R€port by Tamry Howser and Jennifer Spencer, Departpent of Antropology, Univenity of
Montana Deoember 15, 1994, no historical or cultural rcsouroEs were found on this site. (S€e Appendix E.)

lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll deecdbing th6 scopc and lcvcl of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why theunknown impact has not or can not br cvaluatod.
lnclude a narrativc dcscription addrcoeing thc itcms idcntificd in l2.g,6ozt-1a (ARMI
Dcterminc whcthcr thc dcacribed impect may rcsult lnd rcepond on thc chccuiet, Dcgcribc any minor or potontialty significant impacts.lncludc a disculsion about thc iseuc in thc EA narrativc and includc documcntation if it will bc uscfut.

0

◆

●

◆

◆

14
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.- Hetrc tryr.trlhrt rrc indivi&rtly limito4 hn cuadrrirrcly
cosidcrrblc? (A projoct c pqrrm ory rtoh ia i4rctr m trro
6 morc scp.rrlc rrours u6ict crc.tc r dgni6c.d cfiGct u,h.o
oosidctcd togdhcrc h totrl)

b. Involvcpotc*id rirb ceArrrc ofcar rrti6 rc rwfeia ht
exfmly hrzerdoor ifttcy *E to Glf?

c. Pacmidly mllia wi6 tli dntdvo rcquirffir ofray locrl,
staL, a fcdcrd Iew, rtjuhtin, rr-t "d r frnrl y'rn?

d Eseblirh r prcccdca a likclihd rhrt fttrc rctim with
si gnifi ont cavirwncdrl iarar vill bo proporod?

c. Gcncntc arbdedid dcbrrc c movcrry $od6o ortm of6.
imprcts thrt rrould bc crcetcd?

tf For P-R./D,J. is thpmjca cryoacdb hrvc orgmizcd
oppcitian r gcncnfc obarfirl public cortsovcrsl/? (A!o !.c
l3c)

lO9 Fr P-RrD,J. lin uy fcdcrrl c r.& pcmrfu rcquir!4

。
（
夕
◆
”

13.SUMMARY EVALUAT10N OF
SIGNIFICANCE

WШ the proposed rdo嘔 ∞nsidered as a wh01α

Narrative Dcscriptim end Evdurtin S●●md9 Erod300 paF Of

lncludc a narrsdvc cxplsnation undcr Part lll dcecribing thc acope a.d lcv.l of impact. lf the impact is unknown, cxplain why tne ]- 5
unknown impact hes not or c6n not bc cvaluatcd.

lncludc a narrativ. dcscription addrcaaing thc itcrm idcntiltcd in l2.8.6otl-1a (ARMI

Dctcrminc whcthcr thc dcecribcd impact may rccult and rcspord on thc chccUigt. Dcacribc any minor or potentially significant impacts.
lncludc a diecucaion about thc iaeuc in thc EA nanaivc ard includc documcntation il it will bc uacful.
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2. Description end rnalysis of retsonrblc rtternetives (inctuding the no rction rlternetive) to the

proposcd lction, whenevcr dterrretives lnc reruonebly evrihbh rnd prudent to consider; end t
discussion of how the dternrtives would bc implemented:

Alternative No.l: No Action. No improvements will be provided.

Alternative No. 2: Develop, as proposed, the reconstruction and upgrading as shown in the master plan

(Appendix C). This would include:

(l) Acquisition through donation by the landowner of additiond land on the west side ofthe existing

right-of-way to increase the width of the right-of-way and permit a more suitable access road for
pres€nt and future needs.

(2) Reconstruction of a single-lane access road, with pullouts, to the recreational site. This will include

relocating the road away from the lakeshore to meet Best Management Practices.

(3) Construction of a parking area within the site, and graveling the boat ramp, which should reduce erosion

and siltation flowing into the lake. As the lake is designated as a no-wake lake, improvement to the boat
ramp will not acconrmodate larger boats.

(a) Provide a porta-potty during the summer months. Accommodations for use by the handicapped will not
be provided at this time, as the level of development is primitive to fit current use patterns.

Alternative No. 2 is the orefered elternative.

3. Eveluetion end listing of mitigetions, stipuletions, or other control melsures enforceeble by the
rgency or rnother govcmmcnt egency:

FWP will work with the property owner west of the present legal right-of-way EOIV) to provide an

adequate ROW width to insrre present and future road width needed for access improvement.

4. Besed on the significence critcrie cvelueted in this EA, is en EIS rcquired? YES / NO If en EIS is
not rcquired, erplein g[y the EA is the epproprietc levcl of enelysis for this proposed ection:

An EIS is not required as there are no significant environmental impacts for any alternatives. Social concerns
from recreationists and adjacent landowners can best be handled through the EA process.

5. Describe the level of public involvement for this projcct, if any; end, given thc complerity end the
seriousness of the cnvironmentd issucs essociated with the proposed ection, is the level of pubtic
involvement eppropriete under thc circumstences?

A Management Plan and EA were completed after an extended public comment period in 1993. A site-
specffic EA was improved in 1996 for the Thompson Chain of Lakes area. This plan will be presented to the
TCL oversight committee. If an additional public meeting is required after distribution of this Ed one will
be scheduled.

16
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6.Duration oFcomment pe」 od iF any8

ThiO days― March 21 through Apri1 20,2001.

7.Name9 tide9 nddress and phone number oFthe Person(3)R"pOnSible For Prepa」 ng the EA:

Wayne B_WoningtO■ Consultant
Landmpe Archited,ASLA
365 Su― it Ridge Ddve
KalispeL M「 59901

(406)752‐ 2916
E‐mail:―o山@digisys.net

PART IIL NARRATTI{E EVALUATIONAI\D COMMENT

!!, There will be some disruption and displacement ofthe soil during the grading of the site. Some
compaction will occur. Roads and parking areas will be graveled, reducing on-site productivity for grasses

and shnrbs. Those areas not impacted by the over-covering will be seeded to native grasses to raain their
natural condition as much as possible. The over-covering material will help reduce erosion and siltation.

2e. Air pollutants and objectionable odors will be emitted into the air during the construction period with
the use of construction equipmenq only when the equipment is running. It may be objectionable within a
short distance from the construction area. The air quality will return to its normal clean qudity after the
construction is complete.

3a.b. The conversion ofthe access road and parking area fiom soil to gravel may resrlt in a slight increase

in runoffdue to the hardened surface ofthe gravel, but should lessen the amount of fines running into the

lake. Care will be taken in design and construction to follow Best Management Practices to reduce this

problem as much as possible. The eroded and bare roadways will be s€eded to native grasses and barricaded

against further automobile traffic.

@ Ground disturbance will invite noxious weeds. This site will be incorporated into the TCL area weed

management plan.

5gg Little McGregor Lake has the foraging habitat and may possibly have the potentid nesting habitat for
conrmon loons, particulady after F"\ilP's rehabilitation and planting of trout in 1998-1999. Loons have been

observed using the lake in years pas! but observations have decreased in the past severd years.None have

been observed nesting since 1986. The restored fishery, plus the road access and site improvements planned

for the area, could increase recreatioq fishing and boating. This could have an adverse effect on loons, and

due to the size ofthe lake, could eliminate any possibiliry for any nesting opportunities. Retaining the site in

its present condition does not guarantee that loons will return and nest.

In event that loons are again observed nesting on the lake in the spring efforts will be made to monitor

nesting behavior. If nesting oosurs, signs will be posted at the boat ramp. Additiondly, floating signs will be

17
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placed around the nest site, as needed, to further reduce human disturbance and potential nest abandonment'

Because McGregor Lake is already designated a "no-wake" lake, no ctranges in boating regulations would

be proposed- FWp would provide on-rii. education during the spring should nesting take place on this lake'

@ There will be some noise increases from construction equipmentduringthe reconstruction of the site

and due to increased use of small boats. Distance from existing dwellings will reduce the impact of the noise

to some degree. Use of the site is not orpected to produce excessive ooise levels to disturt local residents

located on highway %nrrleto the south.

lOe Funding for the maintenance ofthe site comes from the sale of fistring licenses. No fees are charged at

the site at this time.

l0f. Estirnated annual cost to operate the site is $500.

r2d. In a Cultural Resources Inventory Report bf fa11y Howser and Iennifer Spencer, Department of

tlopology, university ofMontana, becemberi 5,lgg4,no historical or ctrltural resources were found on

this site. (See APPendix E)

18
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CuLTURAL RESOURCES:NVENTORY REPOR丁

¬HOMPSON CHAIN OF LAICS SURVEY

By

Tammy Howser, Principle lnvestigator
Jennifer Spencer, Principle lnvestigator

Prepared for
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks

1420 East Sbdh Arrenue
Hetena, MT 59620

15 December 1994

Thomas A. Foor, Project Director
Department of Anthropology

University of Montana
Missoula, Montana 5981 2
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Ｊ trrirninatp site o redue erosion due o rrchicles

traveling on a steep red itr close proxiuriry o
lakeshort.

6 2 Elirninarc site o redtte erosion duc to vCricles

travding on a ste€p red in close proximity o
lalcshore

8 2

Line
McGttOr

46
＾
一
´ Acquire public access, ud irrprorc access to site.

Proridc tzult toiletr Consider handicaDDeC accessibilir-v

in the funrc.

66 (fosc site to avoid snrfae water runoff into the ia-ke.

soil compaction, and vqeation removal.

“
′
‘
υ Close sirc to avoid surrac w:rtet n:noff inro 'r'tre iake.

soil co

Lows
Thomoson

０
０
一
Ｊ

“
一 Reiesig[ 38, 38A and 3EB ino one sia. Prcvide vault

toile3'. Construct bet ranp whcr usc rcsuircs this

acion. Close uising bmt ramp to reCucs su*ce
runoffino the lake.

38A
＾
０ Combine with Site 38.

38B 1 Combine宙th site 38. Provide Ⅵdtto遺et`。 Close

road to reduce erosono Make site walk in or coat m

Йa a fmt bridge“ m site 38.

０

′

ハ
じ 2 Close boat EImP to reCuce erosion due o srep

gndient. Provide stock facilities in future if neC

eriss-

40
つ

“ Prvide vault tou餞
*.

40A 1 h宙 de vault ton∝・ .
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